
 
 

Edwin D. ‘Dave’ Woellner, Jr. 

306th Bomb Group, 368th Squadron 

 
The attached images from the 1940s portion of Woellner’s life, were scanned by the 306th BG Historical Association 

by permission in 2019, prior to the originals of Dave Woellner’s memorabilia ultimately being donated, as he had 

designated, to the National World War II Museum at New Orleans. After General Woellner’s passing 27 August 

2020 at 98 in Sun City, Arizona, his surviving wife Jean Bayus-Woellner graciously supplied much of the below recap 

of his life in retirement. General Woellner and his wife Jean Bayus-Woellner attended the 306th Bomb Group 

Historical Association Reunions in Washington, DC (2010); San Diego, CA (2011); and Savannah, GA (2012). 



Born 27 December 1921 in Ohio, Edwin Davis Woellner, Jr, initially enlisted voluntarily as a 

single resident (with no dependents) of Hamilton County, Ohio, with two years of college, at 

Cincinnati as an Aviation Cadet in the Army Air Corps on 3 January 1942. Careful review of his 

memorabilia shows he had long pursued an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West 

Point.   

 

In a letter of 14 May 1943, an appointment to West Point was offered by Ohio’s Congressman 

Elston to then-2nd Lt. Woellner, who was then assigned to the 75th Reconnaissance Squadron, 

21st Reconnaissance Group, perhaps stationed somewhere in England, we can surmise from 

Dave’s response.  The draft copy of his response (handwritten, undated, on the back of 

Congressman Elston’s letter) shows his gracious regret at declining the honor of the West Point 

appointment in order to continue his commitment in the service. By the time the 

Congressman’s May 1943 letter finally reached Dave “due to the frequent changes” he had 

experienced, he wrote that his father was then "here in England also, & stationed not too far" 

away; he relayed that his father shared his disappointment & sent his very best regards.  

  

On 26 September 1944, 1st Lt. Edwin D. Woellner, Jr, was assigned as 368th Sq pilot with the 

306th BG, at Thurleigh, Station 111 of the US Army Air Corps in England.  On 29 December 1944, 

he was MIA [Missing In Action] in the Bingen mission, also known as mission to Siegburg and 

Koblenz. As a POW [Prisoner of War] he was detained by Germany at Stalag Luft 1.   

 

The full crew on the B-17 on 29 Dec 1944:  Pilot 1st Lt. Edwin D. Woellner Jr; Copilot 2nd Lt. 

Carmon J. Nickols; Navigator 2nd Lt. Theodore E. Pollard; Engineer T/Sgt Clarence E. Gibbs; 

Nose gunner T/Sgt Frank L. Arnold; Radio operator T/Sgt Glenn A. Korf; Waist gunner Cpl 

Franklin J. Lehnert; Ball turret gunner Sgt Homer C. Nyberg; Tail gunner S/Sgt Yuen Hop. 

 

Scans from that period include various types of communications (telegrams, letters, cards) and 

news clippings. Good recaps of the delayed information gradually available to downed-crew 

members’ families throughout their POW period, can be seen in telegrams to his then-British 

war bride in England, his mother in Cincinnati, Ohio, and his father (then a Colonel serving in 

the US Army in Belgium); and in the onion-skin typed letters from the parents of the crew’s 

waist gunner, Franklin Lehnert, that were sent to the family members of all of their son’s fellow 

crew members.  

 

Woellner prepared his own one-page summary, headed “RELATED EVENTS – WWII EDW” (scan 

of which is included here) of that war time period; on the back of his summary is handwritten 

the name of the VP for Marketing and Communications at Wittenberg University, in Springfield, 

Ohio, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree. 

 

After World War II, Dave continued in the service onward with the USAF, while his father, 

Colonel Edwin D. Woellner [Sr], returned to Cincinnati and separated from the service.  The last 



scanned document here from the 1940s is a 28 September 1949 Commendation of Dave, 

recognizing then-Captain Edwin D. Woellner, Assistant Professor of Air Science and Tactics at 

the University of Kentucky (Lexington, KY), for superior performance while on temporary duty 

at Slocum Air Force Base, New Rochelle, New York. 

 

During his military years, Dave did graduate work in Management Science at the University of 

Maryland, University of Kentucky, and University of California, Sacramento.  He served 20 years 

on active duty, and then joined the U.S. Air Force Reserves immediately upon his retirement 

from active duty, spending another 20 years in the reserves, attaining the rank of Brigadier 

General. 

 

From 1969-1974 Dave was Inspector General and acting Vice Commander, Central Air Force 

Region command at Ellington Air Force Base [AFB] near Houston, Texas. He also served at Air 

Force Reserve Command headquartered at Robins AFB, south of Macon, Georgia. General 

Woellner was the Headquarters Air Force Reserve Outstanding Office Reservist and the entire 

command's Outstanding Reservist for 1975. 

 

He worked for Republic Steel; served with the American Security Council; was involved in other 

enterprises; and was active in civic organizations including the Air Force Association; Military 

Order of World Wars; American Legion; American Red Cross; and Rotary Club.  General 

Woellner was a frequent speaker at numerous events, including Master of Ceremonies for 9/11 

events more than 12 times. 

 



 
 

 







 
 

19 January 1945 telegram to wife Beryl in England, notifying her that her husband has been  

Missing In Action since 29 December 1944 



 
14 February 1945 telegrams to father (US Army Colonel in Belgium) & mother (in Cincinnati, Ohio) that son is POW 



 
 

Feb 1945 telegram to English wife that her husband is POW of the Germans [continuation page missing] 

 

 

 

 

  











 
 

 
 

27 March 1945 volunteer sent postcard to mother (spelling phonetically) re German 

shortwave broadcast that she heard 



 
 

30 March 1945 telegram to mother re broadcast from Germany (also reported to mother by volunteer’s postcard) 











 



Sent 5 April; returned 16 June ‘45 
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